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on the average, from five to seven points. Children having
parents with more years of education and of higher occu-
pational levels, although of initially higher I.Q. than chil-
dren of lower cultural status, did not make significantly
larger gains in I.Q. "The amount of gain made was con-
tingent upon the intelligence'level attained when the child
began his preschool career, irrespective of his cultural
status/' 2»
Functioning Intelligence.—Whether the native ability a
child possesses actually manifests itself in intelligent behavior
depends upon a number of conditions within the child and
in the environment. Illness, fatigue, glandular deficiency,
or overfunctioning, may affect mental activity. Aft environ-
ment which demands ingenuity of the child within his own
range of control is, as has already been suggested, an impor-
tant means of encouraging the full use of his mental ability
during the preschool years.
Make-Believe and Dramatization. — One expression of a
child's mental activity is his make-believe and dramatiza-
tion.30 Between the ages of two and five years one can learn
most about children's fancies and make-believe by observing
them and listening to what they say during their free play
or when they are lying down before going to sleep. Obser-
vation should be supplemented by the use of test situations
and conversation with the child. No one method will give
an adequate picture of a child's imaginative life.31
Individual differences among children within a single
group are marked. These may be caused in part by differ-
ences in the children's education. In some homes and
nursery schools make-believe is encouraged, while in others
the tendency toward flights of fancy is suppressed.
Below the age of five years creative imagination is likely
2» H. S. Coffey and Beth L. Wellman, "Role of Cultural Status in Intelli-
gence Changes of Preschool Children/' The Journal of Experimental Educa-
tion, V (December, 1936), 191-202.
so R. Griffiths, The Study of Imagination in Early Childhood and Its
Function in Mental Development. London: Kegan Paul, 1935.
si Frances V. Markey, Imaginative Behavior of Preschool Children. Child
Development Monographs No. 18. New York: Teachers College, Columbia
University, 1935.

